Intravascular lymphoma masquerading as multiembolic stroke developing after coronary artery by-pass surgery.
Intravascular lymphoma (IVL) is a very rare non-Hodgkin type lymphoproliferative disorder characterized by neoplastic growth of lymphoid cells within the lumen of capillaries, small veins, and arterioles. The neoplastic cells cannot reach the parenchyma because of the loss of adhesion molecules during malignant transformation. Multifocal vascular occlusions caused by proliferation of malignant lymphocytes in the lumen result in diffuse thrombosis and tissue infarction. The clinical symptoms of the disease are dependent on the specific organ involvement which most often includes the central nervous system and skin. Neurologic presentation includes focal sensory or motor deficits, altered sensorium, rapidly progressive dementia, seizures, ataxia, and vertigo. We report a patient with IVL whose symptoms developed on the second postoperative day of coronary artery-bypass surgery imitating a multiembolic stroke. Magnetic resonance imaging showed widespread ischemic subcortical lesions. The patient's clinical status worsened irrespective of supportive medical treatment. The diagnosis was established by autopsy. IVL may mimic ischemic stroke. IVL is not often diagnosed before death because of the intravascular growth pattern of the tumor cells and a fulminant clinical course. IVL may be considered in the differential diagnosis of ischemic stroke patients with progressive worsening despite medical management.